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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1948 


H.  E.  C.  SUTTON,  M.B„  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

'Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

D.  T.  MATTHEWS,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Bedford  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  upon  the  health, 
vital  statistics  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  Bedford  Rural  District 
for  the  year  1948. 

This  was  a memorable  year  in  the  history  of  the  Health  Services  of 
this  Country.  The  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  came  into  opera- 
tion on  5th  July,  1948,  the  working  of  which  is  being  observed  with  so 
much  interest  by  other  countries. 

Through  this  Act,  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hos- 
pital Board  assumed  responsibility  for  providing  hospital  accommoda- 
tion for  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring  in  your  District,  and  the 
County  Council  became  the  Authority  for  diphtheria  immunisation. 

This  year  is  also  of  particular  interest  to  workers  in  the  field  of 
Public  Health  as  it  marks  the  centenary  of  the  appointment  of  the  first 
full  time  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

In  the  year  under  review  the  health,  as  indicated  by  the  various 
statistics  for  the  District,  compared  favourably  with  that  of  recent  years. 
There  were  two  cases  of  infantile  paralysis  as  compared  with  ten  in  the 
previous  year,  and  for  a second  year  in  succession  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurred. 

I welcome  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  officials  of  the  District 
and  the  staff  for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  efficient  service. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  E.  C.  SUTTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BEDFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  1948 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  TO  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

D.  T.  Matthews,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor  and 
Water  Engineer. 

R.  J.  Crewdson,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Assistant  Surveyor. 
F.  S.  Setchell,  Cert.  S.I.E.J.B.,  A.R.S.I.,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

R.  J.  Minns,  Assistant  Water  Engineer. 

R.  H.  Goodship,  Housing  and  Building  Inspector. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.rea  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Population — 

Census  for  1931  

Estimated  for  mid-year  of  1948  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  for  1948  

Rateable  value  

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  


112,590 

22,204 

26,970 

8,162 

£118,634 

£450 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Agriculture  and  Market  Gardening  are  the  chief  occupations.  Industries  consist 
of  brick  making  at  Stewartby,  Marston,  Ridgmont  and  Kempston  Hardwick;  leather 
dressing  at  Harrold  and  Odell  and  flour  milling  along  the  River  Ouse.  Boot  factories  at 
Rushden  give  employment  to  a number  of  people  living  in  Wymington  and  Podington. 

Work  on  the  National  Aeronautical  Establishment  and  on  the  Agricultural  Research 
Establishment  at  Sharnbrook  has  proceeded  slowly  during  the  year  but,  so  far,  no  appre- 
ciable effect  has  been  made  on  the  social  conditions  of  the  area. 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

OF 

THE  YEAR. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

f Legitimate  ... 

• • • • • « 

412 

215 

197  1 

Birth  Rate  16.2 

Live  Births  < 

1 

> per  1,000  of  the 

1^  Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

26 

10 

16  J 

resident  population. 

Total 

438 

225 

213 

f Legitimate  ... 

• • • • • • 

2 

1 

1 1 

Birth  Rate  9.0 

Still  Births  < 

> per  1,000  births 

f Illegitimate 

• • • • • • 

2 

2 

0 J 

(live  and  still) 

Total 

4 

3 

1 

Total 

M. 

F. 

I3eaths  ...  ...  ... 

• • • • • • 

270 

134 

136 

giving  a Death  Rate  of  10.0  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  17.9 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  10.8 
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Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


No.  29 
No.  30 


(Headings  29  and  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List.) 

Death  Rate 
{per  1,000 
live  and  still 
Deaths  births) 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  0 0-0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 0*0 


Maternal  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales. 


Abortion  with  Sepsis 
Abortion  without  Sepsis  ... 
Puerperal  Infections 
Others  


0*11  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  Births 


• • • 

• • • 

35 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

• • • 

• • • 

0.13 

53 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

• • • 

• • • 

0.73 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

33 

Infantile  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total  ... 


M.  F. 

13  5 8 

1 1 0 

14  6 8 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  Under  One  Year  of  Age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  


31-96 

31-55 

38-46 


Deaths  From 

Measles  (all  ages)  

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

^^ancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 


0 

0 

1 

48 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 


• 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

4 

5 

1 

3 

3 

.1 

9 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

3 


Causes  of  Death. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 
C^rebro-spinal  Fever  ... 

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diohtheria 

.k 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza 
Measles  ... 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  polio-encephalitis 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  

Cancer  of  buc. : cavity  and  oesophagus  (M.)  Uterus  (F.) 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

Cancer  of  breast  

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

Diabetes 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  disease  

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia  

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Ulceration  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  

Appendicitis  

Other  digestive  diseases  

Nephritis  

Puerperal  and  post-abortion  sepsis  . . . 

Other  maternal  causes 

Premature  birth  

Congenital  malformations,  Birth  injuries  and  infantile  diseases 
Suicide  ...  ,,,  ,,, 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  

Other  violent  causes  

All  other  causes  


M. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

2 

22 

0 

16 

32 

6 

2 

4 
1 

5 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 

18 


All  Causes  134 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 


1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  laboratory  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  situated  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pathology^  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

This  Service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  acting  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health  and  is  free  of  charge  to  the  local  Authority. 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  this  service  is  to  co-operate  with  General  Practitioners 
and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  infectious 
diseases.  For  these  purposes  the  laboratory  will  undertake  the  examination  of  material, 
e.g.,  throat  swabs,  sputa,  faeces,  urine  and  blood  from  any  patient  suspected  to  be  suffering 
from  a communicable  infection,  or  of  being  a carrier.  All  General  Practitioners  in  the 
district  have  been  acquainted  of  these  facilities.  It  is  intended  that  this  service  shall  in  the 
future  deal  with  all  Public  Health  work  of  this  nature. 


The  following  examinations  were  made  during  the  year : — 

Throat  and  Nose  Swabs  11 

Urine  — 

Faeces  — 

Blood,  Widal  Test — 

Blood,  Culture  — 

Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  4 


Under  existing  arrangements  up  to  the  5th  July,  the  following  examinations  were 
made  by  the  Bedford  County  Hospital : — 


Throat  Swabs  5 


2.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  service  provided  by  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  has  satisfactorily  met  the 
increasing  demands  that  are  occurring.  It  covers  the  full  twenty-four  hours,  and  is  free  of 
charge. 

In  addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting-case  car  transport  is 
available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other  means  to  and  from  Hospitis  and 
Clinics,  at  which  attendance  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  medical  treatment. 

Except  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance  must  be  made  by 
a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  Authorised  Person.  This  should  be  to  the  nearest  depot. 

Out  patients  of  Hospitals  using  public  transport  are  reimbursed  their  travelling 
expenses  by  the  Hospital  Authorities. 

The  service  now  also  covers  the  removal  to  isolation  hospitals  of  patients  suffering 
from  infectious  disease. 
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Depots  are  situated  as  follows : — 


BEDFORD 


Telephone 
Bedford  4875 


Newnham  Avenue. 


AMPTHILL 

Claridges  Lane. 

BIGGLESWADE 
Crab  Lane. 


Ampthill  2187 


Biggleswade  2295 


DUNSTABLE 

High  Street  North. 


Dunstable  76 


LUTON 

42,  Church  Street. 
LINSLADE 


Luton  4600 


Leighton  Buzzard  3332 


Linslade,  Leighton  Buzzard  and  Wing 
Division  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade  Headquarters, 

10,  New  Road, 

Linslade. 

WOBURN  SANDS  Woburn  Sands  3107 

The  Woburn  Sands  and  District 
Ambulance  Service, 

“Horse  Grove”, 

Station  Road. 

RUSHDEN  Rushden  403 

Rushden  and  District  Motor  Ambulance 
Association, 

Mr.  C.  C.  Woods, 

3,  Purvis  Road. 


3.  DOMICILIARY  NURSING  AND  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  the  County  Council  became  respon- 
sible for  the  provision  of  this  Service,  and  from  5th  July,  the  nurses  and  midwives  in  the 
district  became  the  employees  of  the  County  Council. 

Direct  administration  is  by  the  Northern  Divisional  Health  Committee. 

Only  minor  alterations  have  been  necessary  in  the  staff  and  nursing  districts.  The 
nurses  are  qualified  both  in  nursing  and  midwifery,  acting  as  nurse  midwives,  and  each 
has  a motor  car. 

No  charge  is  made  to  patients. 
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The  following  is  a list  of  the  nurses  and  their  districts : — 


Podington,  Wymington,  Souldrop  and  Knotting  

Harrold,  Odell,  Carlton  and  Chellington  and  Turvey 

Felmersham,  Milton  Ernest,  Pavenham,  Sharnbrook  and 
Bletsoe 

Clapham,  Oakley,  Stevington,  Bromham,  Biddenham, 
Stagsden,  Kempston  Rural  (part) 

Riseley,  Melchbourne  and  Yielden,  Dean  and  Shelton, 
Swineshead  and  Pertenhall 

Bolnhurst,  Keysoe,  Colmworth,  Little  Staughton  and 
Thurleigh 

Stewartby  and  Wilstead  

Kempston  Rural  (part)  

Eaton  Socon  and  Little  Barford  

Great  Barford,  Wilden,  Renhold,  Roxton  and  Willington  . . . 
Cardington,  Eastcotts,  Elstow  and  Cople  


Nurse  E.  Paradise*:]: 
Phone  Rushden  620 
Nurse  L.  Draper*:]: 
Phone  Harrold  265 
Nurse  S.  G.  Bamfordf:]: 
Phone  Sharnbrook  62 
Nurse  LB.  Minnisf:]: 
Phone  Bedford  4613 
Nurse  M.  I.  Bainesf^: 
Phone  Riseley  67 
Nurse  R.  Cooper*:]: 
Phone  Ravensden  259 
Nurse  L.  Gandy*:]: 
Phone  Lower  Shelton  68 
Nurse  M.  Minardsf:]: 
Phone  Kempston  2173 
Nurse  A.  Moore*:]: 
Phone  Eaton  Socon  267 
Nurse  H.  Ayres*:]: 

Phone  Bedford  4503 
Nurse  E.  M.  Millertt 
Phone  Cardington  205 


* S.R.N.  (State  Registered  Nurse)  :]:  S.C.M.  (State  Certified  Midwife), 

t S.E.A.N.  (State  Enrolled  Assistant  Nurse) 


4.  CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 
These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics: — 

Kempston  Methodist  Schoolroom  (Foster  Road) 

Clapham  British  Legion  Hall  

Eaton  Socon  Institute  

Harrold,  The  Chapel  

Sharnbrook  Church  Hall  

Stewartby  Church  Hut  

Bromham,  The  School  

Turvey,  The  Old  Schoolroom  

Wootton  Methodist  School  

Riseley  Village  Hall  


Friday,  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
Monday,  10  a.m. 

Alternate  Wednesdays,  2 p.m. 
Alternate  Thursdays,  2 p.m. 
Alternate  Thursdays,  2 p.m. 
Alternate  Mondays,  2 p.m. 
Alternate  Mondays,  2 p.m. 

4 Weekly,  Wednesday,  2 p.m. 
Alternate  Thursdays,  10  a.m. 

4 Weekly,  Wednesday,  2 p.m. 


Ante  Natal  Clinic: — 

Kempston  Methodist  Schoolroom  (Foster  Road)  . . . Alternate  Wednesdays, 

10  a.m.  to  12 


Venereal  Disease  Clinic: — 


Men 


Women 


Bedford  County  Hospital  ...  Monday  to  Friday  Monday,  Tuesday,  6 p.m. 

(Ampthill  Road  Entrance)  (inclusive)  4-8  p.m.  Wednesday,  5-7  p.m. 

Thursday,  6 p.m. 

Friday,  3-5  p.m. 

Medical  Officer  in  attendance:  Wednesday,  5-7  p.m.;  Friday,  3-5  p.m. 
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Chest  Clinic: — 


The  New  Clinic  opened  on  27th  November,  1947,  at: — 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Monday,  10  a.m.-12  noon  ...  ...  ...  ...  Contacts  (both  sexes) 

Monday,  2 p.m.-3.30  p.m. 


Tuesday,  9.30  a.m.-11.30  a.m. 

Thursday,  9.30  a.m.-11.30  a.m. 

Friday,  10  a. m.-l  1.30  a.m. 

Consultant  Physician  in  attendance  alternate  Wednesdays. 


Pneumothorax  Refills 
Women  and  Children  only 
Men  only 

Pneumothorax  Refills 


5.  HOSPITALS. 


Hospital. 

Situation 

Purpose. 

No.  of 
Beds. 

Management. 

Oakley  Isolation 

Clapham 

Infectious  Diseases  ... 

64 

Bedford  Group 
Hospital 
Management 
Committee. 

Tuberculosis  Sanatorium 

Mogerhanger  ... 

Tuberculosis 

72 

do. 

St.  Peter’s  

Bedford 

General  Medical  and 
Surgical,  Maternity  and 
Children 

321 

do. 

Beds.  County  Hospital 

Bedford 

General  Medical  and 
Surgical,  Maternity  and 
Children 

202 

do. 

Children’s  Home 

Kempston 

Children 

45 

C.C. 

Adoptive  Acts. 


Legislation  in  Force. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  Section  I. 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  Milkshops,  etc. 
Slaughter  Houses. 


SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  the  years  1935-36  the  Council  carried  out  a comprehensive  scheme  of  Water 
Supply,  with  the  result  that  Main  Water  is  now  available  in  every  Parish  within  the  dis- 
trict. Ninety-five  per  cent  of  all  domestic  premises  are  supplied,  and  it  is  only  in  the  case 
of  a few  outlying  farms  that  a supply  is  not  yet  available.  The  Scheme  is  entirely  distribu- 
tive, the  Water  being  purchased  in  bulk  from  neighbouring  Water  Undertakings,  viz, 
Bedford  Corporation,  Biggleswade  Water  Board,  Ampthill  R.D.C.,  St.  Neots  U.D.C., 
Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers  Water  Board  and  Kempston  U.D.C.  It  comprises  a Water 
Tower,  a Pumping  Station,  a small  Booster  and  nearly  200  miles  of  pipe  line. 
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During  the  war,  and  since,  demands  have  been  made  on  the  Scheme  far  in  excess  of 
that  for  which  it  was  designed,  with  the  result  that,  at  the  end  of  a period  of  about  eight 
years  culminating  in  the  extremely  dry  summer  of  1947,  it  was  realised  that  the  scheme 
was  no  longer  adequate  for  the  distribution  of  sufficient  supplies  of  water  to  some  parts  of 
the  District.  In  that  year  the  Council  formulated  certain  emergency  measures  comprising 
the  bulk  purchase  of  water  from  the  Ministry  of  Works,  who  control  a water  works  at 
Sharnbrook,  and  the  laying  of  four  new  mains  for  the  purpose  of  providing  water  at  a 
reasonable  pressure  in  those  areas  where  previously  it  had  been  very  low.  By  the  end  of 
1948  the  major  part  of  this  emergency  scheme  had  been  put  into  effect,  and  during  the 
year  it  became  apparent  that  these  measures  were  proving  effective  as  a temporary 
expedient. 

Reports  on  Chemical  Analyses  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  made  during  the 
year  have  been  submitted  by  each  of  the  Water  Undertakings  concerned. 

In  each  case  the  results  revealed  a water  supply  which  was  pure,  wholesome  and 
suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes.  The  Analysts’  reports  do  suggest  that  in  the 
case  of  the  supplies  from  the  Rushden  and  Higham  Ferrers  Water  Board  and  St.  Neots 
U.D.C.  they  could  be  improved  by  softening. 

Quarterly  samples  for  bacteriological  examinations  were  taken  of  all  supplies  at 
various  points  in  the  distribution  area  and,  during  the  year,  no  unsatisfactory  results 
were  obtained,  the  standard  being  the  absence  of  bacillus  coli  in  100  c.c. 

No  polluted  private  supplies  were  discovered  or  reported  during  the  year. 

The  water  supplied  by  the  Ampthill  Rural  District  Cotmcil  to  the  Parishes  of 
Stewartby  and  Wootton  is  plumbo-solvent  in  character,  and  the  use  of  lead  in  these 
Parishes  is  prohibited  by  the  Council’s  Bye-Laws. 


Typical  Results  of  Chemical  Analyses 
(parts  per  100,000). 


Bedford 

Corpora- 

tion 

Aspley 

Guise 

Biggleswade 

Water 

Board 

Rushden 

and 

Higham 

Ferrers 

Water 

Board 

St.  Neots 
U.D.C. 

Physical  Characters 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Reaction 

pH  7-9 

pH  6 

pH  7-2 

pH  7-1 

pH  7-2 

Acidity  as  COg 

45 

2-4 

2-1 

2-5 

2-8 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 

0.003 

000 

000 

00036 

0-00 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0017 

000 

000 

00058 

0-0038 

Nitrates 

0-29 

0-48 

000 

000 

1-25 

Nitrites  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T emporary  hardness 

17-6 

2*4 

19-5 

17-69 

19-51 

Permanent  hardness 

6-4 

3-6 

LO 

9-44 

32-89 

Total  hardness  

24-0 

60 

20-5 

27-13 

52-40 

XlTOQ.  •••  •••  ••• 

Minute 

Trace 

0003 

•005 

Absent 

Absent 

Poisonous  Metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 

Absent 
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Details  of  the  main  water  supplies  are  as  follows : — 


Length  of  Mains 

Population 

Population 

Population 

Premises 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Supplied 

Supplied 

PARISH 

estimated  for 

supplied 

Services 

Stand- 

Direct  into 

by  Stand- 

Total 

Miles 

Yards 

posts 

Houses 

posts 

Great  Barford 

734 

2 

939 

99 

88 

23 

346 

317 

66. 

Little  Barford 

87 

1 

549 

6 

8 

2 

17 

38 

51 

Biddenham  ... 

520 

1 

1,634 

152 

150 

— 

515 

— 

51! 

Bletsoe 

260 

4 

952 

18 

18 

7 

63 

147 

21( 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe 

610 

8 

1,364 

102 

102 

39 

346 

259 

60! 

Bromham 

1,313 

5 

984 

255 

200 

— 

892 

— 

89: 

Cardington  ... 
Carlton  and 

432 

1 

1,040 

104 

68 

— 

364 

— 

36^ 

Chellington 

534 

5 

351 

54 

54 

12 

189 

176 

36! 

Clapham 

1,564 

3 

604 

495 

245 

14 

1,485 

32 

1,51' 

Colmworth  ... 

522 

2 

1,500 

59 

53 

10 

236 

64 

30( 

Cople 

549 

1 

1,577 

95 

72 

9 

333 

86 

41< 

Dean  and  Shelton  ... 

323 

3 

1,432 

53 

53 

16 

125 

181 

30( 

Eastcotts 

1,023 

3 

399 

53 

45 

11 

659 

237 

89( 

Eaton  Socon 

2,800 

15 

1,304 

408 

304 

52 

1,428 

537 

1,96! 

Elstow 

420 

2 

1,573 

130 

78 

— 

416 



41( 

Felmersham 

341 

2 

1,663 

41 

38 

14 

102 

220 

32: 

Harrold 

945 

1 

1,337 

107 

83 

21 

374 

198 

57: 

Kempston  Rural 
Knotting  and 

962 

11 

323 

229 

198 

21 

659 

303 

96: 

Souldrop 

259 

4 

40 

36 

31 

9 

124 

115 

23C 

Melchbourne  and 

Yielden 

284 

5 

676 

44 

38 

12 

133 

134 

26'; 

Milton  Ernest 

392 

4 

1,338 

39 

41 

8 

136 

179 

31f 

Oakley  

500 

4 

1,126 

113 

99 

19 

346 

154 

50C 

Odell  

210 

3 

425 

30 

29 

9 

87 

105 

192 

Pavenham 

350 

2 

1,510 

63 

63 

11 

234 

88 

322 

Pertenhall  

198 

2 

295 

44 

38 

6 

133 

41 

174 

Podington  

625 

4 

82 

72 

66 

7 

231 

118 

345 

Ravensden  

455 

5 

128 

79 

77 

14 

269 

166 

435 

Renhold  

552 

10 

705 

241 

228 

1 

552 

552 

Riseley 

512 

3 

1,003 

71 

66 

17 

249 

240 

489 

Roxton 

663 

5 

898 

75 

56 

20 

263 

272 

535 

Sharnbrook 

948 

6 

432 

132 

124 

21 

462 

154 

616 

Stagsden 

392 

2 

1,635 

74 

70 

15 

259 

108 

367 

Staughton,  Little  ... 

213 

3 

441 

40 

39 

12 

140 

42 

182 

Stevington 

418 

2 

286 

58 

56 

12 

203 

171 

374 

Stewartby  

843 

1 

494 

21 

15 

... 

809 

809 

Swineshead 

99 

1 

728 

24 

24 

6 

58 

26 

84 

Thurleigh  

453 

9 

1,035 

66 

61 

22 

231 

168 

399 

Turvey  

670 

3 

417 

46 

40 

18 

161 

96 

257 

Wilden  

Willington  

355 

468 

7 

3 

255 

332 

52 

46 

51 

45 

15 

13 

182 

161 

137 

166 

319 

327 

Wilshamstead 

868 

6 

6 

169 

152 

20 

532 

322 

854 

Wootton  

1,304 

5 

1,347 

206 

195 

41 

682 

534 

1,216 

603 

Wymington 

(Sandy  & Tempsford 

649 

1 

948 

220 

132 

2 

462 

141 

Biggleswade  R.D.C.) 

3 

876 

■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26,619 

194 

1,351 

4,521 

3,696 

581 

15,648 

6,372 

22,020 
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Rainfall. 


Rainfall  at  Great  Barford. 

Altitude: — 126  feet  above  sea  level. 

Latitude: — 52°  9'  N.  Longitude: — 0°  20'  W. 


1948 

Month 

Total 

ins. 

Greatest  Rainfall 
in  24  hours 

No.  of  days 
with  -01" 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  -04^ 
or  more 

Inches 

Date 

January 

3-58 

•48 

10th 

23 

20 

February  

•60 

•17 

12  th 

9 

7 

March  

•83 

•40 

16  th 

5 

3 

April  

1-80 

•48 

20th 

14 

11 

May  

3-50 

•95 

23rd 

13 

12 

June  

3-31 

•71 

10  th 

19 

16 

July  

•77 

•25 

4th 

10 

5 

August  

3-49 

1-95 

2nd 

15 

11 

September  

1-97 

•44 

10th 

10 

7 

October 

2-08 

•47 

16th 

11 

11 

November  

1-42 

•51 

1st 

13 

5 

December  

1-70 

•33 

30th 

17 

11 

25-05 

1-95 

2nd  Aug. 

159 

119 

Rainfall  at  Wellingborough — at  Swanspool  Gardens. 

Altitude: — 168^  feet. 

Diameter  of  gauge,  5 ins.  Height  of  gauge  above  ground,  12  ins. 
Latitude:— 52°  17'  54"  N.  Longitude :—0°  41'  23"  W. 


Month 

Total 

ins. 

No.  of  days 
with  -01" 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  •04"' 
or  more 

January  

3-79 

24 

18 

February 

•91 

12 

10 

March  

•80 

6 

5 

April  

1-55 

11 

8 

May  

3-08 

13 

9 

June  

2-99 

19 

17 

July  

1-28 

12 

7 

August  

2-31 

17 

11 

September  

2-18 

10 

8 

October  

3-57 

14 

10 

November 

1.49 

15 

8 

December  

2-77 

14 

10 

26-72 

167 

121 
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Rainfall  at  Wellingborough — at  Bushfield  Waterworks. 
Altitude: — 286  feet. 

Gauge  8 in.  diameter.  Height  of  gauge  above  ground,  1 1 ins. 
Latitude: — 52°  9'  N.  Longitude  0°  43'  W. 


Month 

Total 

ins. 

No.  of  days 
with  -01" 
or  more 

No.  of  days 
with  04" 
or  more 

January  

3-77 

24 

20 

February 

0-96 

12 

10 

March  

0-77 

8 

4 

April  

1-53 

10 

8 

May  

3-05 

11 

10 

June  

2.70 

16 

13 

July  

1.23 

10 

7 

August  

2-51 

16 

12 

September  

2-50 

11 

10 

October  

3.33 

12 

10 

November 

1-37 

17 

9 

December  

2-78 

16 

10 

26-50 

163 

123 

Rainfall  for  previous  ten  years : — 


Year 

Great 

Barford 

W ellingborough 
Swanspool 
Gardens 

England 
and  Wales 

1939  

25-51 

30-51 

40-3 

1940  

21-35 

24-32 

35-6 

1941  

22-11 

27-63 

33-8 

1942  

18-69 

22-04 

35-9 

1943  

16-07 

17-23 

33-4 

1944  

19-43 

22-24 

35-3 

1945  

18-03 

21-61 

33-27 

1946  

25-26 

27-68 

41-60 

1947  

18-83 

19-84 

35-23 

1948  

25-05 

26-72 

37-62 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  as  recorded  at  Great  Barford  was  25-05"  compared 
with  the  average  of  21-03"  over  the  past  ten  years;  that  for  England  and  Wales  being 
36-24". 

The  months  of  May  and  June  were  abnormally  wet.  The  wettest  day  of  the  year 
occurred  on  5th  August  when  there  was  a fall  of  3-49"  in  24  hours. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Arnold  Whitchurch,  of  Great  Barford  and  to 
Mr.  R.  Kilby,  of  Wellingborough,  for  supplying  me  with  the  information  about  the 
rainfalls  of  these  Districts. 
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2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


Main  sewers,  comparable  with  modern  standards,  exist  in  the  following  villages : — 

Clapham 
Stewartby 
Wymington 
Stevington  and 
Shortstown. 

The  remainder  of  the  District  is  either  un-sewered  or  is  served  by  an  unsatisfactory 
system  of  old  village  drains  which,  in  days  gone  by,  were  probably  piped-in  surface 
water  ditches  to  which  drainage  connections  were  made  as  the  years  passed. 

These  circumstances  have,  together  with  the  now  universal  desire  for  water  closets, 
bathrooms,  etc.,  brought  about  sanitary  conditions  throughout  the  area  which  can  only 
be  alleviated  by  a comprehensive  Scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal.  Being  very 
much  aware  of  this,  the  Council  has  prepared  such  a Scheme,  and  the  Minister  of  Health 
directed  that  an  Inquiry  be  held  thereon  on  the  29th  to  the  31st  January,  1947.  As  a result 
of  such  Inquiry,  the  Council  has  been  informed  that  the  Minister  would  be  prepared  to 
sanction  the  sewering  of  18  Parishes,  or  parts  of  Parishes,  at  the  present  time,  and  the 
sewering  of  13  Parishes,  or  parts  of  Parishes,  as  soon  as  conditions  permit  the  additional 
work  being  done. 

On  the  22nd  November,  1948,  the  Council  deposited  with  the  Ministry  of  Health 
contract  drawings  and  documents  for  the  sewering  of  the  first  seven  Parishes  which,  as  a 
result  of  the  Public  Inquiry,  were  placed  in  Category  (1),  viz,  Sharnbrook,  Felmersham, 
Odell,  Harrold,  Carlton  and  Chellington,  Pavenham  and  Riseley.  It  is  expected  that  an 
Inquiry  will  be  held  upon  these  proposals  but,  by  the  close  of  the  year,  no  progress  has 
been  made. 

The  foregoing  does  not  include  the  Parishes  of  Eaton  Socon  and  Roxton,  it  being 
the  Council’s  wish  that  these  should  be  incorporated  in  a combined  scheme  with  the 
Urban  District  of  St.  Neots.  An  Inquiry  upon  the  outline  proposals  for  this  scheme  was 
held  by  an  Engineering  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  23rd  November,  1948, 
but  the  results  thereof  are  not  yet  known. 

Until  the  above-mentioned  Schemes  are  carried  out,  the  Council  must  continue 
to  be  responsible  for  the  cleansing  of  ditches  and  streams  which  serve  as  open  sewers, 
and  a total  of  5,951  yards  of  open  sewers  were  cleansed  and  repaired  in  various  Parishes 
during  the  year. 

The  Council  is  also  responsible  for  the  emptying  of  closet  pails  and  cesspools  in 
seven  Parishes. 
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The  Sanitation  and  Water  Supply  of  Primary  Schools. 


School 

Church  of  England 
or  Council 

Average  Number 
of  Pupils  on  Roll 

Average 

Attendance 

Type  of  Closet 

Boys  3 > 

Girls  & 8 

Infants  § • 

Disposal  Excreta 

Water 

Biddenham  ... 

C.E. 

8 

7 

w.c. 

1 

2 

1 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

Bletsoe 

C.E. 

10 

9 

Pail 

1 

1 

2 

Removed  5 
times  Weekly 

Main  supply 
outside 

Bolnhurst  ... 

C. 

7 

6 

Pail 

1 

1 

0 

Drying  Sheds 
once  weekly 

Main  supply 

Bromham 

C.E. 

52 

47 

Pail 

2 

2 

Removed 
once  weekly 

Main  at 
Schoolhouse 

Cardington  ... 

C. 

17 

16 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Drying  Sheds 
once  weekly 

Main  supply 

Carlton 

(Controlled) 

C.E. 

15 

14 

Pail 

2 

2 

0 

Removed 

weekly 

Main  supply 

Clapham 

C.E. 

160 

145 

W.C. 

3 

4 

0 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

Colmworth  ... 

C.E. 

23 

19 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Cople 

C. 

38 

36 

W.C. 

2 

1 

1 

Cesspool 

Main  supply 

Dean 

C. 

26 

24 

Pail 

2 

1 

1 

Twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Eastcotts 

C. 

81 

70 

Pail 

3 

3 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Eaton  Socon 

C. 

314 

273 

Pail 

2 

5 

4 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Elstow 

C. 

348 

311 

W.C. 

3 

7 

2 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

Felmersham 

C. 

26 

24 

Pail 

1 

1 

1 

Drying  Shed 
weekly 

Main  supply 

Gt.  Barford  ... 

C. 

82 

72 

Pail 

2 

3 

1 

Drying  Shed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

15 


The  Sanitation  and  Water  Supply  of  Primary  Schools — continued. 


School 

Church  of  England 
or  Council 

Average  Number 
of  Pupils  on  Roll 

Average 

Attendance 

Type  of  Closet 

Boys  3 > 

Girls  & 8 

s-3 

Infants  § ' 

Disposal  Excreta 

Water 

Harrold 

(Senior) 

c. 

125 

109 

w.c. 

4 

8 

0 

Filtration 

Plant 

Main  supply 

Harrold 

(Junior) 

c. 

105 

95 

w.c. 

3 

3 

2 

Filtration 

Plant 

Main  supply 

Kempston  . . . 
(Rural) 

c. 

78 

70 

Pail 

2 

3 

0 

Removed  5 
times  weekly 

Taps  from 
main 

Keysoe 

c. 

87 

75 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Little 

Staughton 

c. 

16 

14 

Pail 

2 

1 

1 

Removed 

weekly 

Main  supply 

Milton 

Ernest 

C.E. 

31 

29 

Pail 

2 

3 

Removed 
thrice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Oakley 

C. 

41 

37 

W.C. 

1 

1 

1 

Hand-flushed 
to  cesspool 

Main  supply 

Odell 

C.E. 

10 

9 

Pail 

2 

1 

1 

Removed 

weekly 

Stand  pipe 
from  main 
supply 

Pavenham  . . . 

C. 

11 

10 

Pail 

1 

1 

1 

Removed 

weekly 

Main  supply 

Podington  . . . 

C.E. 

25 

22 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Ravensden  . . . 

C.E. 

27 

25 

Pail 

2 

2 

1 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Renhold 

C.E. 

20 

18 

Pail 

2 

2 

0 

Removed  2-3 
times  weekly 

Main  supply 

Riseley 

C.E. 

128 

110 

Pail 

2 

2 

2 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

Roxton 

C.E. 

51 

44 

Pail 

1 

1 

1 

Removed  . . . 
twice  v/eekly 

Main  supply 
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The  Sanitation  and  Water  Supply  of  Primary  Schools — continued. 


School 

Church  of  England 
or  Council 

Average  Number 
of  Pupils  on  Roll 

Average 

Attendance 

Type  of  Closet 

Sharnbrook  ... 

c. 

110 

97 

Pail 

Souldrop 

c. 

17 

16 

Pail 

Stagsden 

C.E. 

30 

28 

Pail 

Stevington  ... 

C. 

36 

33 

W.C. 

Stewartby  . . . 
(Senior) 

C. 

337 

291 

W.C. 

Stewartby  ... 
(Junior) 

C. 

128 

118 

W.C. 

Thurleigh  . . . 

C. 

33 

31 

Pail 

Turvey 

C.E. 

37 

33 

Pail 

Wilden 

C.E. 

28 

24 

Pail 

Willington  . . . 

C. 

32 

27 

W.C. 

Wilstead 

(Junior) 

C.E. 

28 

25 

Pail 

Wilstead 

(Infants) 

C.E. 

22 

19 

Pail 

Wootton 

(Infants) 

C. 

69 

63 

Pail 

Wootton 

(Infants) 

C. 

35 

30 

Pail 

Wymington  ... 

C.E. 

49 

44 

W.C. 

Accom- 

modation 

Boys 

Girls 

Infants 

Disposal  Excreta 

Water 

2 2 1 

Filtration 

Plant 

Main  supply 

2 2 

Drying  Shed 
Removed  daily 

Removed 

Main  supply 
Main  supply 

4 4 0 

once  weekly 

2 3 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

4 10  0 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

3 6 2 

Sewer 

Main  supply 

3 3 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

2 4 4 

Removed 

weekly 

Main  supply 

1 1 2 

Removed 
thrice  weekly 

Main  supply 

1 1 2 

Cesspool 

Main  supply 

2 3 0 

Removed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

0 0 3 

Removed 

weekly 

Stand  pipe 
from  main 
supply 

2 5 0 

Drying  Shed 
twice  weekly 

Main  supply 

0 0 6 

Drying  Shed 
weekly 

Main  supply 

2 3 0 

Sewer  ...  | 

Main  supply 
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School  Closures. 


It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  during  the  year  for  health  reasons. 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  proposals  of  the  Council  for  Schemes  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  men- 
tioned under  the  previous  heading  are  designed  to  prevent  some  pollution  of  rivers  and 
streams  in  the  area. 

During  the  year  a complaint  was  made  that  a farmer  was  polluting  a stream  with  the 
drainage  from  his  cowshed  and  that,  as  a result,  a pond  at  which  another  farmer  watered 
his  cattle  became  unfit  for  that  purpose.  After  negotiations  lasting  some  time  the  source 
of  pollution  was  removed  and  no  further  complaints  have  been  received. 

4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Dwellings  in  the  villages  mentioned  under  Section  2 above  are  generally  fitted  with 
water  closets,  and  many  water  closets  exist  in  other  Parishes  where  parts  of  villages  are 
served  by  small  drainage  Schemes.  This  is  particularly  so  in  Eaton  Socon,  Sharnbrook 
and  Wootton.  Modern  houses  in  the  remainder  of  the  District  are  generally  also  served 
by  water  closets  which  are  connected  to  a cesspool  system  of  drainage. 

The  majority  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District,  particularly  those  of  the  cottage  type, 
are  still  served  by  a system  of  dry  conservancy,  although  the  Owners  of  many  of  these  are 
now  prepared  to  instal  water  carriage  systems  to  cesspools  where  sewers  are  not  available, 
and  are  only  being  deterred  by  the  present  retrictions  on  building  work,  and  its  very  high 
cost. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  Council  operates  a scheme  of  refuse  collection  by  direct  labour,  collecting  all 
domestic  refuse  once  a week  in  eight  Parishes,  non-burnable  refuse  once  a month  in 
five  Parishes,  and  non-burnable  refuse  once  every  two  months  in  the  remainder  of  the 
District. 

6.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  following  list  gives  the  statistics  relative  to  the  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area. 

(a)  Inspections. 


Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  5,276 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  4,009 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  3,525 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  2,835 

Houses  not  reasonably  fit  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  1,166 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  and  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Schools  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Insect  infestation  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  b 

Rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb 
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Rats  and  Mice  infestation  of  premises  

Premises  disinfested 
Inspections  of  dairies  and  cow-sheds 
Inspections  of  bakehouses 
Inspections  of  slaughter-houses 
Inspections  of  shops  and  offices 

f^^anapmg  Sites  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Comprehensive  Scheme  of  Water  Supply  . 
Other  water  supply  inspections 


7 

7 

26 

1 
7 

21 

2 
531 

29 


(b)  Report  of  Nuisances. 

Defective  and/or  blocked  drainage 

Inspections  made 

Defective  and/or  blocked  sewers  

Inspections  made 
Defective  sinks  and  wastes  ... 

Inspections  made 
Dangerous  buildings  ... 

Inspections  made 

Overflow  and  leaking  cesspools  

Inspections  made 

Defective  and  insanitary  closet  accommodation 
Inspections  made 

Filthy,  verminous  and  insanitary  premises . 

Inspections  made  

Lack  of,  or  defective,  refuse  accommodation 

Inspections  made  

Offensive  accumulations  

Inspections  made  

Insanitary  ditches  

Inspections  made  

Defective  water  services  

Inspections  made  

Houses  needing  redecoration  

Inspections  made  

Cowshed  and  dairy  nuisances  

Inspections  made  

Bakehouse  nuisances 

Inspections  made  

Slaughterhouse  nuisances  

Inspections  made  


34 

59 

9 

15 

3 

4 
8 

10 

50 

55 

no 

107 

13 

20 

34 

34 
4 
6 

33 

94 

29 

35 
1 
1 
2 
3 


(c)  Report  of  Defects  Found. 

Defective  Walls  

Defective  Roofs  

Defective  Chimneys  

Defective  Eaves  Gutters  

Defective  Rainwater  Pipes 

Defective  Rainwater  Butts  and/or  Tanks 

Defective  Solid  Floors  


19 

15 

32 

14 

12 

45 

7 
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Defective  Wooden  Floors  

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

13 

Defective  Wall  Plaster  

• • • • • • 

18 

Defective  Ceiling  Plaster  

• • • • • • 

33 

Defective  Windows 

• • • • • • 

85 

Insufficient  Lighting  and  Ventilation  to  Rooms 

• • • • • • 

Insufficient  Height  to  Rooms  

• • • • • • 

Defective  Doors  

• • • • • • 

41 

Defective  Cooking  Grates  

• • • • • • 

107 

Defective  other  Grates  

• • • • • • 

90 

Defective  Food  Stores  

• • • • • • 

3 

Dwellings  with  no  Food  Stores  

• • • • • • 

• • • — 

Defective  Staircases 

• • • • • « 

7 

Defective  Handrails 

• • • • • • 

- 

Staircases  with  no  Handrails 

• • • • • • 

1 

Defective  Coppers  

• • • • • • 

73 

Dwellings  with  no  Washing  Accommodation 

• • • • • • 

...  — 

Defective  Sinks  

• • • • • • 

3 

Defective  Draining  Boards 

• • • • • • 

11 

Defective  Mantelpieces  

• • • • • • 

. . . — 

Defective  Hot  Water  Systems  

• • • • • • 

26 

Defective  Paintwork  and  Decorations 

• • • • • • 

154 

Houses  affected  by  dampness  

• • • • • • 

. . . — 

Defective  or  no  paving  to  Yards  

• • • • • # 

1 

Defective  paths  and  Gates  

• • • • • • 

27 

Defective  Outbuildings  

• • • • • • 

4 

Defective  Earth  and  Chemical  Closets 

• • • • • • 

111 

Defective  Water  Closets  

• • • • • • 

35 

Defective  Drains  

• • • • • • 

10 

Premises  without  Drainage  Facilities 

• • • • • • 

1 

Defective  Sink  Buckets  

• • • • • • 

29 

Defective  Dustbins  

• • • • • • 

34 

Defective  Fences  

• • • • • • 

6 

Defective  Water  Services  

• • • • • • 

29 

Summary  of  Matters  Dealt  With. 

Inspections. 

Defects  or 
Nuisances 
Found. 

Houses,  Inspection  of.  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ... 

3,525 

2,553 

Public  Health  Act  Inspections  

1,174 

387 

Factories,  etc.  ... 

9 

— 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ... 

26 

2 

Slaughterhouses  and  Retail  Shops  

28 

— 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Water  Scheme 

531 

89 

Inspections  in  connection  with  the  Infestation  Order,  1944 

7 

5,300 

7 

3,038 

Number  of  Notices  served — Preliminary 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

...  36 

„ „ „ „ —Statutory  ... 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 

Proceedings  taken 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • 
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Disinfectoin. 


After  all  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  patient 
are  sealed  off  and  disinfected  with  a dilute  spray  of  formalin  or  by  formaldehyde  gas. 
Thirty-nine  rooms  were  so  treated  in  1948.  An  inspection  of  the  house  and  sanitary 
arrangements  is  made  in  each  case,  and  where  necessary,  informal  notices  are  served 
requiring  any  defects  found  to  be  remedied. 


7.  PETROL  AND  CARBIDE  LICENCES. 

Number  of  Licences  to  store  petrol  and  carbide  granted  during  the  year  ...  87 


8.  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

During  the  year  21  inspections  were  made  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  and  in  every 
case  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  complied  with.  With  regard  to  Circular  1,600, 
dealing  with  offices,  no  action  has  been  found  to  be  necessary. 


9.  CAMPING  SITES. 


(a)  Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  

(b)  Number  of  sites  licensed  by  Local  Authority  

(c)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident  during  the  summer 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 


2 

2 

70 


10.  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 


(a)  Number  of  Licences  issued  during  the  year  to  use  sites 

(b)  Number  of  Licences  issued  during  the  year  to  erect  or  station  moveable 

dwellings  


10 

14 


1 1 .  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  action  was  found  necessray  during  the  year. 


12.  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

(a)  There  are  no  public  baths  in  the  area. 

(b)  In  Stewartby  there  is  a privately  owned  swimming  bath. 

The  River  Ouse  runs  through  the  district  and  bathing  takes  place  along  the  banks 
in  many  Parishes. 
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13.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Number  of  Council  Houses  infested  — 

Number  of  other  houses  infested  11 

Number  of  houses  disinfested 1 1 

Methods  employed: — 

{a)  Skirting,  picture  rails,  etc.,  loosened  and  sprayed  with  Zaldecide.  Rooms 
sealed  and  fumigated  with  Thermatox  Fumigators.  The  above  operations  are 
repeated  after  several  days. 

(h)  Careful  inspection  of  belongings  of  prospective  tenants  is  made  prior  to  occupa- 
tion of  new  house. 

(c)  Disinfestation  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  free. 

{d)  Visits  are  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  are  being  kept  in  a clean  condition. 


HOUSING. 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


Number  of  Plans  approved  during  the  year 534 

Number  of  Dwellings  244 

Conversions  to  Dwellings 10 

Estate  Development  Lay-outs  8 

Additions  and  Alterations  36 

Garages  47 

Re-drainage  Schemes  25 

Farm  Buildings  95 

Factory  and  Workshop  Buildings 13 

Stores  and  Sheds  34 

School  Buildings  3 

Hospital  Buildings 1 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sltoj^s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Plans  13 

Number  of  Houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  during  the  year  10 

Conversions  and  Adaptations  completed  by  Private  Enterprise  during 
tlte  ^^ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Conversions  and  Adaptations  completed  by  Local  Authority  during 
tlie  ^^ear  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  during  the  year  

Inspections  in  connection  with  foundations  146 

Inspections  in  connection  with  D.P.C.s  105 

Intermediate  Inspections  1,409 

Inspections  of  drains  and  testing  225 

Inspections  under  T.  and  C.  Planning  Act,  1947  19 

Final  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Building  Licences  Issued  for  new  houses  12 

Houses  concerned  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Building  Licences  Issued  for  repair,  maintenance,  etc.,  of  houses  ...  245 

Building  Licences  Issued  for  other  work  100 

Under  the  various  Housing  Acts,  709  Houses  have  been  erected  by  this  Council  and 
the  late  Eaton  Socon  Rural  District  Council. 
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HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Once  again  the  housing  needs  of  the  population  of  the  District  have  proved  to  be  a 
major  problem  of  the  Council,  the  following  considerations  being  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance : — 

(i)  To  build  sufficient  houses  to  provide  accommodation  for  the  many  homeless 
families. 

(ii)  To  re-house  those  families  living  in  dwellings  which  are  no  longer  fit  for 
human  occupation  and  cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  expense,  and 

(iii)  To  remedy  existing  housing  conditions  which  have  deteriorated  as  a result  of 
years  of  failure  to  carry  out  repairs,  such  failure  being  due  to  labour  and 
materials  shortages  during  and  after  the  war,  and  the  high  cost  of  repairs  in 
relation  to  the  rents  derived  from  the  dwellings  most  in  need  of  attention. 

During  the  year,  97  new  permanent  houses  and  26  temporary  bungalows  were  com- 
pleted by  the  Council.  Although  the  rate  of  building  by  contractors  is  more  rapid  now 
than  previously,  there  was  a period  during  which  the  Ministry  of  Health  would  not 
permit  the  letting  of  new  contracts  and,  as  a result,  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of 
houses  under  construction  was  considerably  less  than  required  to  secure  100  completed 
houses  a year.  It  is  feared,  therefore,  that  during  1949  there  will  be  a decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  houses  erected  by  the  Council. 

The  decline  in  the  condition  of  existing  houses  may,  in  the  future,  prove  to  be 
an  even  greater  problem  than  that  of  providing  new  houses.  There  is  a very  large 
number  of  old  houses  in  the  District,  many  of  which  fall  far  short  of  modern  standards 
of  fitness  and,  apart  from  the  material  inability  of  the  Owners  to  execute  repairs  during 
a period  of  national  crisis,  there  is  the  added  fact  that  present  costs  of  repair  make 
reconditioning  an  unreasonable  proposition. 

In  order  to  assess  the  housing  conditions  as  they  now  exist,  a survey  is  being  under- 
taken in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  64-44  and,  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
a total  of  4,466  houses  had  been  inspected  and  placed  in  their  respective  categories  as 
laid  down  by  the  Circular.  Of  this  number,  the  following  table  gives  details  of  the  houses 
surveyed  during  1948. 


Category 

Condition  of  Dwelling. 

No.  of 
Houses. 

1 

Satisfactory  in  all  respects  

1,194 

2 

Minor  Defects  

483 

3 

Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement 

574 

4 

Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural 

Workers)  Acts  

102 

5 

Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a reasonable 

expense  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ,,,  ,,, 

69 

Total 

♦ 

2,422 

In  many  cases  immediately  essential  repairs  have  been  carried  out  as  a result  of 
informal  action  following  inspection  but,  generally,  no  further  action  has  been  possible. 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  3,525 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  4,792 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  consolidated 
Regulations,  1925,  and  Circular  64-44  Rural  Housing  2,835 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  78 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 
preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  1,166 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 
FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  20 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  By  Owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  7 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  1 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  — 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935— OVERCROWDING. 

Owing  to  the  acute  housing  shortage,  temporary  overcrowding  exists  in  some 
houses. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


{a)  Milk  Supply. 


Parishes 

Producers  and 
Retailers 

Producers 

Retail 

Purveyors 

Total 

Great  Barford 

4 

2 

1 

7 

Little  Barford  

1 

1 

0 

2 

Biddenham  

2 

2 

0 

4 

Bletsoe 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Bolnhurst  and  Keysoe 

11 

10 

0 

21 

Bromham 

3 

4 

1 

8 

Cardington  

2 

0 

0 

2 

Carlton  and  Chellington  

7 

4 

0 

11 

Clapham  

1 

0 

0 

1 

Colmworth  

2 

3 

0 

5 

C^ople  ...  •••  .<•  ... 

2 

1 

0 

3 

Dean  and  Shelton  

6 

0 

0 

6 

Eastcotts  

2 

3 

0 

5 

Eaton  Socon  

7 

3 

2 

12 

Elstow  

2 

7 

0 

9 

Felmersham  

7 

2 

0 

9 

Harrold  

1 

2 

1 

4 

Kempston  Rural  

5 

10 

2 

17 

Knotting  and  Souldrop 

3 

5 

0 

8 

Melchbourne  and  Yielden  

3 

4 

0 

7 

Milton  Ernest  

1 

2 

2 

5 

Oakley  

2 

2 

0 

4 

Odell 

1 

6 

0 

7 

Pavenham  

4 

3 

0 

7 

Pertenhall  

6 

3 

0 

9 

Podington  

6 

4 

0 

10 

Ravensden  

4 

6 

0 

10 

Renhold 

6 

8 

1 

15 

Riseley  

6 

1 

0 

7 

Roxton  

3 

0 

0 

3 

Sharnbrook  

3 

3 

0 

6 

Stagsden  

4 

3 

0 

7 

Little  Staughton  

3 

4 

0 

7 

Stevington  

3 

4 

0 

7 

Stewartby  

2 

3 

0 

5 

Swineshead  

3 

5 

0 

8 

Thurleigh  

5 

5 

0 

10 

Turvey  

3 

6 

0 

9 

Wilden  

3 

7 

0 

10 

Willington  

0 

0 

1 

1 

Wilstead 

6 

12 

0 

18 

Wootton 

5 

4 

0 

9 

Wymington  

2 

5 

0 

7 

154 

159 

11 

324 
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Number  of  Persons  registered  since  1900  756 

Number  of  Persons  now  carrying  on  the  trade  323 

Number  of  persons  registered  during  the  year  8 

Licence  to  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  35 

Licence  to  produce  Accredited  Milk  27 

Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  inspected  26 

Estimated  number  of  Dairy  Cows  2,729 

Samples  of  milk  taken 8 

Samples  found  unsatisfactory 1 

Proceedings  taken  — 


(b)  Meat  Inspection. 

Conditions  of  Slaughter  Houses  Good 

Number  of  Slaughter  Houses  19 

Eighteen  Slaughter  Houses  and  one  Knackers  Yard  were  licensed  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  of  these,  16  have  retail  shops  attached.  There  is  also  one 
separate  retail  shop  in  the  Parish  of  Wilstead. 

Since  the  15th  January,  1940,  the  slaughter  of  animals  and  distribution  of  meat 
for  human  consumption  has  been  under  the  direct  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food.  As  a 
result,  no  regular  slaughtering  is  done  in  the  18  Slaughter  Houses  within  the  District. 

Inspection  of  all  meat  distributed  in  the  District  is  carried  out  at  the  central  Slaughter 
House. 

The  following  meat  has  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food: — 

53  lbs.  Meat. 

14  tins  Meat. 

30j  lbs.  Bacon. 


(c)  Other  Food. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  24 

Want  of  Limewashing — 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Shops  and  other  Food  Premises  42 


The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: — 


188  lbs.  Fish 
1 tin  Fish 

1 „ Vegetables 

2 tins  Beans 
7 „ Fruit 


33  lbs.  Meat  Pies 
20  „ Cheese 
2 ,,  Sweets 
80  tins  Milk 
9 jars  Pickle 
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{d)  Ice  Cream. 

There  are  20  retailers  in  the  District,  and  of  these  all  but  2 sell  prepacked  Ice  Cream 
supplied  to  them  by  reputable  manufacturers. 

Of  the  latter,  one  makes  his  own  Ice  Cream  from  Cold  Mix  Powder  supplied  from  a 
manufacturer  in  Ayrshire.  A report  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Ayrshire  indicates  that  the  mix  complies  with  all  the  necessary  standards  in  quality  and 
method  of  manufacture. 

The  other  retails  Ice  Cream  at  public  functions  only  and  obtains  his  small  supplies 
from  a reputable  manufacturer  in  Bedford. 

There  were  9 samples  taken  during  the  year  and  the  results  were  as  follows : — 

3 

4 
1 
1 


Grade 

I 

5> 

II 

5? 

HI 

IV 

FACTORIES. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I OF  THE  ACT. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors): — 


Number  of 

Premises 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and 
6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  ... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

2 

70 

8 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

3 

Total 

73 

9 

— 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”) 


M/c. 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

M/c. 

line 

No. 

(8) 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l)  

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Unreasonable  tem- 
perature (S.3)  ... 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Inadequate  venti- 
lation (S.4) 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Sanitary  Conveni- 
ences (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

MM 

9 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  ... 

12 

12 

Total 

60 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

60 

PART  VHI  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

out- 

cases  of 

prosecu- 

instances 

Nature  of  Work 

M/c. 

workers 

default 

tions  for 

of  work 

Notices 

Prosecu- 

M/c 

line 

in  August 

in  send- 

failure  to 

in 

served 

tions 

line. 

No. 

list 

ing  lists 

supply 

unwhole- 

No. 

required 

to  the 

lists 

some 

by  Sect. 

Council 

premises 

110(1)  (c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

Wearing  apparel — 
Making,  etc.  ... 

13 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 


The  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital,  administered  by  a Joint  Hospital  Board,  comprised 
of  members  from  the  Bedford  Borough  Council,  Bedford  Rural  District  Council  and  from 
Kempston  Urban  District  Council,  was  on  5th  July  transferred  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
whose  duty  it  became  to  provide  isolation  hospital  accommodation. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  the  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital  has  ceased  to  be 
used  as  such  and  cases  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  either  to  the  Steppingley  or  to  the 
Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  present  policy  of  the  North  West  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board,  which 
is  now  the  authority  for  the  admission  to  hospital  of  patients  suffering  from  infectious 
disease,  is  that  scarlet  fever  and  measles  should  be  admitted  only  where  it  is  considered 
advisable  due  to  the  seriousness  of  the  illness,  or  to  an  unsatisfactory  home  environment. 


Patients  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1948: — 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis  1 

* I ^ nsxllitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Admissions  during  the  year : — 

Scarlet  Fever  10 

Suspected  Diphtheria  2 

t Suspected  Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis 1 

Infantile  Paralysis  .; 2 

Measles  2 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Discharges : — 

t Streptococcal  Pharyngitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  10 

Infantile  Paralysis  1 

Measles  ' 2 

■^Bronchitis 1 

ijiTonsillitis 2 

Cerebro- Spinal  Meningitis  1 

Chicken  Pox  2 

Whooping  Cough 1 

Deaths : — 

Infantile  Paralysis  1 


Patients  in  hospital  on  31st  December,  1948: — 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  diagnosis  has  been  revised. 


29 


Notifiable  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Age  period 

Scarlet  Fever 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Typhoid  Fever 

Total  cases  notified  ... 

55 

— 

— 

27 

10 

2 

100 

136 

— 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

Total  Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  under  1 year  ... 

1 

2 

- - -- 

— -- 

8 

6 

Deaths  „ 

Cases  from  1-2  years 

— 

... 

10 

9 

_ 

Deaths  „ 

Cases  from  2-3  years 

----- 

_ 

... 

— 

9 

6 

- 

Deaths  ,, 

Cases  from  3-4  years 

2 

1 

■ 

0 

13 



Deaths  ,3 

Cases  from  4-5  years 

1 

___ 

... 

2 

— 

. 15 

14 

Deaths  33 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  from  5-10  years 

11 



_ 

1 



40 

77 

■ 

Deaths  33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50 

— 

Cases  from  10-15  years 

7 

— 

1 

— -- 

6 

8 

— 

Deaths  33 

Cases  from  15-20  years 

29 



5 

2 

_ — 

Deaths  33 

Cases  from  20-35  years 

3 

8 

2 

2 

3 





Deaths  33 

Cases  from  35-45  years 

_ 

- 

— 

3 

2 

..  - 

■ ■ ■ - 

1 

.. 

Deaths  33 

Cases  from  45-65  years 

1 

1 

6 

— 

_ 



— 

Deaths  33 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cases  from  65  and  over 

Deaths  33 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

■ ■ ■— 

" 

o 

a 

>. 

h 

d> 

(H 

CO 

a 


■3 

c 

3 

CO 


C 

u 

!/> 

Q 


a 

_o 

o 

a 


2 

2 

1 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Village 

Jaundice 

Scarlet  Fever 

Cerebro- Spinal 
Meningitis 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Whooping  Cough 

Measles 

Typhoid 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Dysentery 

Poliomyelitis 

Para-Typhoid 

Biddenham 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bolnhurst 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bromham 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bushmead 

1 

Cardington 

“1 

29 

1 

Carlton  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Chawston 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Clapham 

— 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Colmworth  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cople  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cotton  End 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cross  Hall 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dean 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 



— 

— 

— 

Duloe  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eaton  Ford 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eaton  Socon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 
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— 

— 

1 

— 

Elstow  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Farndish 

1 

Felmersham 

— 

1 

Gt.  Barford 

1 

— 

Harrold 

1 

2 

— 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Honey  don 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kempston  Hardwick  ... 

1 

Kempston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keysoe 

1 

7 

Lt.  Barford 

1 

Lt.  Staughton  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Melchbourne  ... 

— 

1 

3 

Milton  Ernest 

2 

— 

Odell 

— 

1 

Old  Harrowden 

1 

Pertenhall 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Podington 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ravensden 

2 

— 

Renhold 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Riseley 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roxton 

Sheldon 

— 

2 

Shortstown 

— 

2 

2 



Staploe  

3 

— 

Stewartby 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Thurleigh 

— 

2 

2 

— 

T urvey 

— 

1 

Willington 

5 

— 

Wilstead  

— 

1 

1 



Wood  End 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

■ 1 

Wootton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Wyboston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

Wymington 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

3 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

55 

— 

— 

27 

10 

2 

100 

136 

— 

— 

2 

— 
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Smallpox. 

I am  glad  to  report  that  no  cases  occurred.  A few  contacts  with  cases  of  this  disease 
were  kept  under  surveillance  after  entering  the  District. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty-five  cases  were  notified  compared  with  43  in  the  previous  year.  28  cases  were 
members  of  the  Services.  Of  the  27  civilian  cases,  17  were  treated  at  home.  There  was  a 
small  outbreak  of  7 cases  in  Riseley  thought  to  be  the  result  of  an  undiagnosed  case 
attending  school. 

Diphtheria. 

Again  no  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  The  general  downward  trend  throughout 
the  County  is  obviously  the  result  of  artificial  immunisation. 

Pneumonia. 

Twenty-seven  cases  were  notified  compared  with  18  in  the  previous  year,  and  10 
deaths  occurred  compared  with  4 in  the  previous  year. 

Erysipelas. 

Ten  cases  were  notified  compared  with  five  in  the  previous  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  2 cases  but  no  deaths. 

Jaundice. 

Four  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  the  incidence  continuing  the  downward 
trend  since  the  war  years. 

Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  a prevalence  of  this  disease,  100  cases  being  notified  compared  with  34  in 
the  previous  year.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Measles. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-six  cases  were  reported  compared  with  348  in  the  previous 
year.  The  number  was  higher  than  anticipated  as  a year  of  low  incidence  was  expected 
to  follow  that  of  high  incidence  occurring  in  the  previous  year. 

Infantile  Paralysis. 

Two  cases  were  notified;  both  were  admitted  to  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital.  One 
case  was  a boy  aged  5 ; he  made  a complete  recovery.  The  other  was  a female  infant  who, 
I regret  to  say,  died  within  a very  short  time  of  her  admission  to  hospital. 

Typhoid  Fever. 

No  cases  notified. 

Para-Typhoid  Fever. 

No  cases  notified. 

Dysentery. 

No  cases  notified. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  notified. 

Non-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. 

To  my  knowledge,  there  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  any  of  these  diseases. 
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Artificial  Immunisation  Against  Diphtheria. 

With  the  coming  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  on  5th  July 
of  this  year,  the  County  Council  assumed  responsibility  for  the  functioning  of  a scheme 
under  which  facilities  are  available  for  children  of  all  ages  to  obtain  this  important 
preventive  treatment  free  of  charge,  either  from  the  family  doctor  at  his  surgery,  or  from 
a medical  officer  at  any  of  the  Welfare  Centres  or  schools  within  the  County. 

Table  1 below  gives  the  numbers  in  age  groups  of  children  who  received  treatment 
during  the  first  half  year. 


I.  Diphtheria  Immunisation  for  the  Six  Months  Ending  30th  June,  1948. 


Number  of  Children  who  Completed  a Full  Course  of 
Primary  Immunisation  in  the  Authority’s  Area  (including 
temporary  residents)  in  the  Six  Months  Ending  30th  June, 

1948 

Total  Number  of  Children  who 
were  given  a Secondary  or 
Reinforcing  Injection 
(i.e.j  subsequent  to  complete 
full  course) 

Age  at  date  of  Final  Injection 

Total 

During  6 months 
ending  30th  June,  1948 

Under  5 

5 to  14 

101 

2 

103 

35 

II.  Diphtheria  Notification  and  Deaths  in  Relation  to  Immunisation  for  the 
Six  Months  Ending  30th  June,  1948: — 


Age  at 
date  of 
notification 

Number 
of  cases 
notified 

Number  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding  column 
in  which  child 
had  completed 
full  course  of 
Immunisation 

Age  at 
date  of 
Death 

Number 

of 

Deaths 

Number  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding  column 
in  which  child 
had  completed 
full  course  of 
Immunisation 

Under  1 

— 

— 

Under  I 

— 

. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

— 

5-9  

— 

— 

5-9 

— 

10-14  

10-14 

— 

T'olals  ...  ... 

— 

— 

Totals 

— 

— 

33 


Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Villages 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Biddenham  

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bletsoe  

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bolnhurst 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bromham 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carlton  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Clapham 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cople  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Eaton  Socon  

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gt.  Barford  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Harrold  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kempston 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Kempston  Hardwick 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oakley  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Odell  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Podington 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ravensden  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Riseley  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Roxton  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sharnbrook  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Souldrop 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stags  den 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swineshead  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Turvey  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Willington  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wilstead 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wootton  Green  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wyboston  

1 

16 

16 

2 

6 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Cases  re-notified,  i.e.,  moving  into  District  5 

Deaths  transferred  from  other  Districts 3 
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Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality. 


Age  Period 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year 

• • • • • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 year  to  5 years 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 years  to  10  years 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10  „ 15 

,,  ... 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  „ 20 

,, 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20  „ 25 

,, 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  „ 35 

,,  ... 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  „ 45 

,, 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  „ 55 

,,  ... 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55  „ 65 

,, 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

• • • • • • 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

16 

2 

6 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Cleansing  of  Verminous  Persons. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  85. 

Scabies. 

By  arrangements  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford,  infected  persons  are  treated  at  the 
Borough  Treatment  Centre,  Commercial  Road,  Bedford,  at  the  cost  of  2s.  per  treatment. 

Where  possible,  arrangements  are  made  for  the  other  members  of  the  household  to 
attend  for  treatment  as  contacts  at  the  same  time  as  the  infected  person  or  persons. 

During  the  year  under  review  50  treatments  were  given. 


Cancer. 

There  have  been  48  deaths  out  of  270  from  all  causes.  Of  these  27  were  males  and 
21  females. 

Sex  and  Age  Distribution  of  Cases : — 

Males. 

1.  Oesophagus  and  Buccal  Cavity  1 aged  80 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 aged  46,  80,  52,  57 

3.  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 aged  77,  76 

4.  All  other  sites  22  aged  71,  76,  18^,  71,  88,  90,  90,  83,  41,  70,  75, 

62,  67,  52,  35,  85,  29,  44,  70,  54,  65,  78 
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Females. 

1.  Oesophagus,  Buccal  Cavity  and  Uterus 


1 aged  87 


2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum  4 aged  61,  70,  80,  81 


No  action  was  necessary  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis). 

Regulations  1925,  and  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

No  necessity  for  any  action  under  these  regulations  arose  during  the  year  under 
review. 


3.  Breast  

4.  All  other  sites  . . . 


5 aged  69,  71,  59,  53,  67 

1 1 aged  54,  72,  53,  84,  72,  68,  89,  78,  68,  49,  78 


Prevention  of  Blindness. 
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